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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY CHIEF GIVES RECEPTION ON RETURN FROM 
MOSCOW EXILE 

1. ON APRIL 4 THE COMMUNIST 
PARTIDO DEL PUEBLO (PDP) HOSTED 

A RECEPTION HONORING ITS SECRETARY GENERAL, RUBEN DARIO SOUZA, 
ON HIS RETURN LAST MONTH FROM A SEVEN MONTH EXILE IN THE 
SOVIET UNION. SOUZA SPOKE BEFORE A PACKED HOUSE OF ABOUT 500, 
BOASTING OF THE STRENGTH OF THE PANAMANIAN COMMUNISTS AND 
OS THEIR INFLUENCE WITHIN THE GOVERNMAMT. HE PROMISED A CON- 
TINUATION OF THE POLICY OF ALL-OUT SUPPORT FOR THE GOVERNMENT. 
SOUZA HAD BEEN REFUSED PERMISSION TO RETURN TO PANAMA FROM 
A TRIP ABROAD LAST SEPTEMBER WHEN THE GOP RETALIATED AGAINST 
THE PDP FOR THE LATTER'S ATTEMPTS TO DISPUTE CONTROL OF THE 
NATIONAL STUDENT FEDERATION, THE FEP. (SEE PANAMA A-34). 

2. THE RECEPTION WAS HELD AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
NEWSPAPER REPORTERS' UNION. THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE AUDIENCE 
CONSISTED OF PARTY WORKERS AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNIST- 
CONTROLLED CNTP NATIONAL LABOR CONFEDERATION. SOME 
LEADERS OF THE GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED NATIONAL CONFEDERA- 
TION OF PEASANT SETTLEMENTS (CONAC) WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

ONLY ONE GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL HAS BEEN 

IDENTIFIED AS ATTENDING; MIGUEL PICARD AMI, AN ADVISOR TO 
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OF THE AIFLD-SUPPORTED CTRP NATIONAL LABOR CONFEDERATION 
ALSO ATTENDED; NO MEMBERS OF THE RIVAL CHRISTIAN CIT 
CONFEDERATION WERE SIGHTED. 

7. LEFT-LEANING COLUMIST, CAMILO O. PEREZ, IN GOVERNMENT- 
CONTROLLED CRITICA APRIL 10 MENTIONED HIS OWN ATTENDANCE AT 
THE RECEPTION AND WROTE THAT IT WAS NO LONGER TABU TO ATTEND 
ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BY THE PDP. PEREZ, WHO IS A LEADER 
OF THE RUSSIAN-CONTROLLED WORLD PEACE COUNCIL, DECLARED THAT 
SUCH MATTERS AS AN INDIVIDUAL S IDEOLOGICAL AFFILIATION WERE 
NOT SO IMPORTANT AS HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE PANAMANIAN 
PROCESS OF LIBERATION. 

4. COMMENTS: THE RETURN OF SOUZA FROM EXILE REFLECTS THE 
GOVERNMENT'S BELIEF THAT THE PDP IS WELL UNDER CONTROL. SOUZA 
HIMSELF WILL BE HOSTAGE TO THE PARTY'S CONTINUING GOOD 
BEHAVIOR. HIS BROTHER CLETO, IN GOP'S EYES PERHAPS A MORE 
DANGEROUS AND MORE AGGRESSIVE ACTIVIST THAN THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL, REMAINS IN EXILE IN PERU WITHOUT ANY SIGNS OF AN 
EARLY RETURN TO PANAMA. 

JORDEN 
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